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vania State Senator Tim Murphy; Christine J.
Toretti, national committeewoman and co-finance
chair, Pennsylvania Republican Party; and Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines.

Remarks on Signing the Born-Alive
Infants Protection Act of 2002
August 5, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for this bill
signing ceremony. I’m pleased to sign it in
the great city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The history of our country is the story of a
promise, a promise of life and liberty made
at our founding and fulfilled over the cen-
turies in our laws. It is a story of expanding
inclusion and protection for the ignored and
the weak and the powerless. And now we
extend the promise and protection to the
most vulnerable members of our society.

Today I sign the Born-Alive Infants Pro-
tection Act. This important legislation en-
sures that every infant born alive—including
an infant who survives an abortion proce-
dure—is considered a person under Federal
law. This reform was passed with the over-
whelming support of both political parties,
and it is about to become the law of the land.

I appreciate so very much Senator Rick
Santorum, and Congressman Steve Chabot
from Ohio for sponsoring this important
piece of legislation. I also appreciate Senator
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and Congress-
woman Melissa Hart for coming as well.

I want to thank the bishop of the Diocese
of Pittsburgh, Bishop Wuerl, for being here.
It’s good to see you again, Bishop. I appre-
ciate Hadley Arkes, the professor of jurispru-
dence and American institutions at Amherst
University. I want to thank Jill Stanek, reg-
istered nurse, labor and delivery unit, Christ
Hospital and Medical Center, for being here
as well. I appreciate Gianna Jessen, who is
an abortion survivor and a pro-life advocate.
I want to thank Dr. Watson Bowes, who is
a professor emeritus of gynecology and ob-
stetrics, school of medicine, University of
North Carolina.

I want to thank you all for coming. It’s
important that you’re here to send a signal
that you’re dedicated to the protection of
human life. The issue of abortion divides
Americans, no question about it. Yet, today

we stand on common ground. The Born-
Alive Infants Protection Act establishes a
principle in America law and American con-
science: There is no right to destroy a child
who has been born alive. A child who is born
has intrinsic worth and must have the full
protection of our laws.

Today, through sonograms and other tech-
nology, we can clearly—see clearly that un-
born children are members of the human
family as well. They reflect our image, and
they were created in God’s own image.

The Born-Alive Infants Protection Act is
a step toward the day when every child is
welcomed in life and protected in law. It is
a step toward the day when the promises of
the Declaration of Independence will apply
to everyone, not just those with the voice and
power to defend their rights. This law is a
step toward the day when America fully be-
comes, in the words of Pope John Paul II,
‘‘a hospitable, a welcoming culture.’’

Our society has enough compassion and
wealth and love to care for mothers and their
children and to seek the promise and poten-
tial of every life. In protecting the vulnerable
and the weak, the imperfect and the un-
wanted, you are affirming a culture of life.

I’m grateful for your perseverance on be-
half of this noble cause. I want to thank you
for your hard work. I appreciate your care
for every member of the human family.
Thank you for coming today.

It’s now my honor and pleasure to sign
into law the Born-Alive Infants Protection
Act.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in Ball-
room 3 at the Hilton Pittsburgh. H.R. 2175, ap-
proved August 5, was assigned Public Law No.
107–207.

Remarks Announcing the White
House Conference on Missing,
Exploited, and Runaway Children
August 6, 2002

Good morning. We’re gathered here today
because we share a profound concern for the
safety of the most precious and important
people in our own lives and the life of our
country, our children.
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After the terror of September the 11th,
many parents throughout America found
themselves holding their children more
closely. Unfortunately, as we work to help
our children feel safer by fighting terror,
America’s children and parents are also fac-
ing a wave of horrible violence from twisted
criminals in our own communities. During
recent months, we have prayed and worried
with parents as their children have been kid-
naped and, in some cases, murdered. The
kidnaping or murder of a child is every par-
ent’s worst nightmare.

Today I call on all Federal and State and
local law enforcement agencies and our com-
munities and our citizens to work together
to do everything in our power to better pro-
tect our children.

I appreciate so very much the Attorney
General, John Ashcroft, for his work on this
issue. I appreciate Secretary Rod Paige at the
Department of Education, who is working
with us on this issue. The FBI has provided
investigators, agents to the scenes of these
horrible crimes as quickly as humanly pos-
sible, so I appreciate Director Mueller and
his agents.

I want to thank Ernie Allen, who is the
president and chief executive officer of the
National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children. As well, I want to thank Carolyn
Atwell-Davis, who is the government rela-
tions liaison for the Center. These are two
fine human beings who care deeply about
our children and are making a positive dif-
ference in the lives for a lot of families and
a lot of communities around America.

The most recent statistics available tell a
terrible story. More than 58,000 children are
abducted by non-family-members annually.
Many of these children are returned home
quickly, but some are not. Federal, State, and
local law enforcement agencies work every
day to find these missing children and to
punish severely those who have committed
crimes against them.

Today we’re taking steps to focus on pre-
venting crimes against children before they
happen. The Department of Justice will re-
lease a handbook of simple and practical
steps that parents can take to make their chil-
dren safer.

One of the most important things that a
mom or dad can do is talk to your children
very specifically and rehearse what they can
say and do if they ever feel threatened. You
should teach your children how to say no and
how to trust their instincts. For example,
children should know that unfamiliar adults
usually would not ask them for directions or
help. Such a request might be a trick to get
their attention and, of course, to lure them
away from safety.

The handbook also has practical advice to
help families and communities make their
homes and their schools and their neighbor-
hoods safer. Children should know a safe
place to seek help if they are approached by
a stranger on their way to school or if they’re
standing at a bus stop.

We developed these guidelines with the
help of Federal agencies and, of course, with
the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. And they’re available at the
Center’s Web site, www.missingkids.com. If
a mom or a dad wants to learn more today
about how to protect his or her child, go to
the Web site, www.missingkids.com, and
learn some practical advice and some useful
tips. The Department of Education will dis-
tribute the handbook to every public and pri-
vate school in the country, and that’s why
our Secretary of Education is here. I urge
the families to get these recommendations
and to discuss the important safety tips with
their children.

Next month we will convene a White
House Conference on Missing, Exploited,
and Runaway Children. This forum will bring
together leading national experts to focus on
ways parents and communities can help
shield children from the harm that is being
done to some today. Recent child abductions
have understandably left many of our fami-
lies in fear, and the most productive response
is to improve the safety of your child’s envi-
ronment, on the best information and the
best advice. Through this conference, we’ll
provide that advice.

Our Nation has come to know the names
and faces of too many wonderful children be-
cause they’ve been the victims of despicable
acts of violence, children like Danielle van
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Dam and Samantha Runnion. But in our sor-
row, we are reminded of the incredible abil-
ity of all Americans to support one another
in times of need and in times of crisis.
Danielle’s mother, Brenda, recently ex-
changed words of comfort with Samantha’s
mother, Erin, and here’s what she said: ‘‘We
had a conversation, mother to mother, about
our daughters, our pain, and also our hope
that Danielle and Samantha are dancing to-
gether in heaven.’’

No family should ever have to endure the
terrible pain of losing a child. Our Nation
grieves with every family that has suffered
unbearable loss, and our Nation will fight the
threats against our children. We can take
hopeful and practical steps to improve our
children’s safety, and we will take those steps
together.

Thank you all very much. May God con-
tinue to protect America’s children. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on Signing the
Trade Act of 2002
August 6, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Welcome to the people’s
house as we celebrate a victory for the Amer-
ican economy. Last week, the United States
Congress passed trade promotion authority
and renewed and expanded the Andean
Trade Preference Act.

Trade is an important source of good jobs
for our workers and a source of higher
growth for our economy. Trade is an impor-
tant source of earnings for our farmers and
for our factories. It creates new opportunities
for our entrepreneurs. Trade expands
choices for America’s consumers and raises
living standards for our families. And now,
after 8 years, America is back in the business
of promoting open trade to build our pros-
perity and to spur economic growth.

I appreciate so very much Vice President
Cheney’s hard work on this issue. I appre-
ciate Colin Powell and Ann Veneman, who
ably serve in my Cabinet. I want to particu-
larly thank Don Evans, who’s not with us,

and Bob Zoellick, members of my Cabinet
who both worked tirelessly to get the vote
in the House and then in the Senate, and
I appreciate Elaine Chao as well. These Cab-
inet Secretaries worked hard for trade. They
understand the promise of trade, and I ap-
preciate their hard work on behalf of Amer-
ican workers and farmers.

I particularly want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here with us, starting
with the chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, the Senator from Montana, Max
Baucus. Max did fantastic work to get this
trade bill through the Senate, and was then
able to work with Chairman Thomas.
[Laughter] Chairman Thomas was heroic in
the House. He was steadfast in his support
for trade, and I appreciate his leadership on
this issue. And I want to thank both Members
of the United States Congress, one Demo-
crat, one Republican, who put their country
ahead of their parties to do what was right
for the people of this country. You two de-
serve a lot of congratulations. I want to thank
Senator Hatch, who was a conferee and a
member of the Finance Committee. Thanks
for coming, Senator. I want to thank my fel-
low Texan Tom DeLay, the best vote-counter
in the history of the United States Congress.
[Laughter] After all, he was able to triple—
[laughter]—the vote margin on final passage.
I appreciate so very much Cal Dooley and
a guy I call ‘‘Jeff,’’ William Jefferson, Con-
gressmen from California and Louisiana, and
I want to thank them for their work as well.
They led the Democrats in the House of
Representatives, many of whom are here
today, to do what’s right for our country. And
again, I appreciate your leadership, and I ap-
preciate your work, and I appreciate your
help.

I want to thank Embajadora A-Baki from
Ecuador. I want to thank you for coming.
I also want to thank Carlos Alzamora from
Peru and all the other ambassadors who are
here. I want to appreciate you—appreciate
your hard work on sending the message of
trade to Members of our Congress. I want
to thank you for your diligence, and I want
to thank your Presidents for their care and
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